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SUBJECT: FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING POLICY 

1 . FRENCH FOREIGN MINISTER INDICATED AT LUNCH WITH 
RUSH THAT THEY WILL WANT TO DISCUSS NUCLEAR TESTING 
POLICIES DURING VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT. PROPOSAL 
FOR COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN IN THE PRESIDENT S INTERVIEW 
ON JANUARY 23 WILL DIRECTLY IMPACT ON FRANCE AS ALLIED 
COUNTRY CONDUCTING ITS OWN UNDERGROUND NUCLEAR TEST 
PROGRAM. (PURSUANT TO PAST AUTHORIZATION THE UK MAY 
CONDUCT ONE MORE UNDERGROUND TEST OF A BRITISH DEVICE 
AT THE NEVADA TEST SITE.) GISCARD REITERATED IN RECENT 
INTERVIEW WITH AGRONSKY THAT FRANCE PLANS TO IMPROVE 
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ITS STRATEGIC NUCLEAR FORCE ON THE BASIS OF ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGY. CONTINUING FRENCH TESTING WOULD BE 
NECESSARY TO DEVELOP MULTIPLE WARHEADS (MRV), TRIGGERS 
FOR WARHEADS, AND OTHER WARHEAD IMPROVEMENTS. AS LONG 
AS NECESSARY TECHNOLOGY IS NOT AVAILABLE TO FRANCE FROM 
ANY OTHER SOURCE THEY WILL CONSIDER SUCH TESTING TO 
BE AN IMPERATIVE OF THEIR OWN NATIONAL DEFENSE EFFORT. 
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FRENCH CONDUCTED SEVERAL UNDERGROUND TESTS AT THEIR 
PACIFIC TEST CENTER LAST YEAR AND THE DIRECTOR, ADMIRAL 

DE CASTELBAJAC, IN PRESS CONFERENCE AT TAHITI LAST 
WEEK, DISCUSSED FUTURE MANNING OF TEST CENTER WITHOUT 
REVEALING ANYTHING ABOUT TEST PROGRAM ITSELF. 

2. FOREGOING PROVIDED AS BACKGROUND ON THIS TOPIC. 
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